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New Life for the Old Building
by Bill Baldwin, 2011 President

The Board of Directors of 
the Houston Heights Association 
(HHA) has approved an initiative 
that has been titled the 2012-2015 
Fire Station Master Plan. The 
purpose of this project is to make 
renovations and improvements 
to the fire station that will 
complement the building’s style and character, bring it up to current 
Houston occupancy codes, and provide for additional usages and 
rental income.

The master plan will encompass five areas, and an ad hoc 
committee has been established for each. The ad hoc committees 
will be composed of Board members, community volunteers, and 
other stakeholders who are willing to think outside the box and look 
into the future to determine the needs of the facility and property 
for the next 20 years. Chairs have been enlisted for two of the five 
committees, but leadership still needs to be identified for the others.

• Exterior – looking for a chairperson
• Interior – looking for a chairperson
• Finance – Keith Crane
• Operations – Lauriel Pearson
• Grounds – looking for a chairperson

July General Meeting
Secrets for the Best Barbeque in 
the Neighborhood!

The Mayor can’t make it this 
month; we’ll try again in August. 
Here’s a can’t-miss, mouth-
watering alternative.

Meet the “Grilling Guys” 
from C&D at 11th & Cortlandt 
in the Heights. They will have a 
collection of great grills & BBQ’s 
along with the know-how for a 
delicious summer of outdoor 
living! 

Meet the “Meat Guys” from 
Revival Market and learn about 
the perfect cuts of premium 
meats from sustainable sources. 
They will share their epicurean 
secrets for mouth-watering 
outdoor grilling & BBQ. 

That’s Monday, July 11, at the 
Fire Station, Yale at 12th. Doors 
open at 6:30 PM; program begins 
at 7:00 PM. Everyone is invited!

...continues on page 7
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the Houston Heights Association, Inc. Its 
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to inform HHA members of events.
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Association and/or the authors unless 
otherwise noted.

Newsletter inquiries, suggestions, or 
submissions should be directed to: 
Editor, The Heights, P.O. Box 70735, Hous-
ton, TX 77270-0735, 
email editor@houstonheights.org,
or leave a message on 713-861-4002.
Editor.............................Mark R. Williamson
Assistant Editor........ Kathleen S. Williamson
July contributors:

Bill Baldwin, Donna Bennett, Katy Bomar, 
Paul Carr, Angela DeWree, Linda Eyles, 

Lauriel Hindman, Julie Pettit, John Ridgway, 
Viula Torgerson, Lanna vonBaden.

The committees will convene at least once a month in July, 
August, and September to complete a needs assessment and formulate 
a plan of action. The five committees will report on their progress 
to the Board of Directors during its scheduled meeting on the third 
Monday of each month. The Board of Directors will consider the 
proposed master plan before it is presented to the public on Monday, 
November 14, 2011, during HHA’s general meeting.

Part of the responsibilities of the finance committee will be to 
determine how to raise funds that will reimburse HHA general funds 
for the money spent to purchase the property and cover the estimated 
expenditures required under the master plan. These fundraising 
activities will be crucial to the success of the master plan undertakings 
for renovations and improvements to the exterior, interior, and 
grounds of the property and to its future operations.

The master plan, which will be under the oversight of HHA’s 
annual president, requires people to volunteer for 
the five designated ad hoc committees. In the past, 
concerned citizens have stepped up to raise the money 
needed to construct Donovan Park and beautify 
Heights Boulevard, to list just two projects. I hope our 
community will once again rally together behind the 
renovation of this cherished historic structure, which 
plays such an important role in our community. 

If you have an interest in seeing the old building 
receive new life, please contact me at bill@yourblvd.com 
for more information. [See related story on next page.]

Fire Station Master Plan from page 1

The Houston Heights Association gratefully acknowledges the support of the 
following Summer Bronze 2011 Sponsors:

Progressive Dinner 
Wrap-Up

On Saturday, May 21, 16 
adventuresome guests struck out 
on a journey to eat, drink, and 
be merry with neighbors familiar 
and new at a progressive dinner 
auctioned at the 2011 Spring 
Home & Garden Tour. 

The whirlwind night began 
at the home of Linda and Simon 
Eyles with a menu of spicy 
ginger pomegranate martinis, 
fresh ceviche, pesto pie, and 
walnut- and gorgonzola-stuffed 
endives. The party 
moved to the west 
side abode of Danae 
Stephenson and 
Martin Piké, where 
guests were seated 
for two sumptuous 
courses culminating 
in roasted pork and 
potato gratin in 
a rosemary crust. 
Last stop was at the 
Easley house, where 
Diane and Mike set out an impressive array of liqueurs, after-dinner 
beverages, and three gorgeous and delicious desserts: lemon crème 
brulée, raspberry chocolate mousse and mini strawberry shortcakes. 
Katy Bomar and John Childs helped to host the colorful evening. A 
good time was had by all.

mailto:editor@houstonheights.org
mailto:bill@yourblvd.com
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Fire Station Gets Facelift
On August 15, a construction 

project will start at the Fire 
Station to restore the building’s 
exterior. The 96-year-old structure 
has not had any repairs made to 
its brick exterior since it was built.

The restoration will consist of 
removing 1/2 inch of the mortar 
between the bricks and replacing 
it. Several places on the building where the decorative plaster has 
peeled away will be replaced and repaired. 

During the 1940’s the Houston Fire Department enlarged the 
west front door opening to accommodate larger equipment. That 
opening will be restored to its original appearance and dimensions. 

When the building was built in 1914, the letters H.H.F.D. (for 
Houston Heights Fire Department) were cast into the face of the 
building over the center front door. The Houston Fire Department 
removed one H when they took possession in 1919. The missing H 
will be recreated during the restoration.

The brick restoration work is the first part of a plan to restore 
both interior and exterior features of the building.

If all goes well, the garage doors will be replaced with glass-paneled 
wooden doors that will simulate the appearance of the building when 
it was built. Some of the interior alterations that were made by the 
Houston Fire Department will also be removed. The restoration of 
the building not only has historical significance but will also make it 
more marketable for special occasion rental. 

If you are interested in getting involved with the restoration of 
the Fire Station, please consider joining one of the new Master Plan 
committees described in the article on the front cover.

Constable Notes
Summer is here. This is when many of us take vacations, and 

burglars know this. There are some easy ways to be safer this summer. 
Stop your paper and mail services, or have someone pick them up 

for you so they do not pile up and make it obvious that you are away. 
Place some lights on timers so that it appears that someone is at home 
turning lights on and off. Simple motion activated lights outside your 
home will illuminate specific areas when anyone gets near. Garages, 
even if they are detached, should be locked. If you have front or side 
fences, then they also should be locked. 

The more you can do to impede a would-be burglar, the better. 
And if you are a subscriber to the Heights Constable Patrol, you can 
submit a vacation watch by calling the number provided to you when 
you subscribed.

Donations
Thanks to the following 

donors for their generous support 
of the projects of the Houston 
Heights Association.

Donna M. Aversano & Debra 
D. Tabor

John Cianca — Flower 
Gardens

Davis Hardware--Framing
John & Arianna Difilippo — 

Parks & Boulevard
Walt Foody & Judy Irvine 

— Parks, Boulevard & 
Flower Gardens

Rebecca & Gary Garverick — 
Flower Gardens

Christi & Charlie Gell 
— Donovan Park/
Playground & Flower 
Gardens

Christi & Keith Guerrini
Heights Christian Church — 

Boulevard 
Stephen & Jennifer Kirk — 

Parks
Lori Madsen — Boulevard
Ben McReynolds — Boulevard
Aniel & Kelly Mathena — 

Boulevard
Genevieve Mounger
John Sapp — Boulevard
Leah & Fon Stonum — 

Boulevard
Phil & Nancy Wedemeyer — 

Boulevard 
Leslie & Donald Winesett 

— Donovan Park & 
Playground

Janet Youngker — Flower 
Gardens
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Get In Gear…
Planning is already underway 

for the 6th annual Bicycle Rally & 
Scavenger Hunt to be held Sunday, 
October 2, 2011. The rally will 
start and end at Marmion Park. 
Participants may start any time after 
8:00 AM, but must finish by 4:00 
PM. 

Open to riders of all ages, the 
basic route will cover a 20-mile 
course through the Heights and 
surrounding areas. New this year is 
the addition of a shorter Kid’s Ride 
for our younger participants.

All riders will be provided with a scavenger hunt clue list 
describing mystery sights and objects that can be seen from the rally 
route. Prizes will be awarded to the person who unravels the most 
mystery clues.

At the end of the rally, join us for a Post Ride Party at 4:00 
PM with the Awards Ceremony at 4:30 PM. Plan to celebrate with 
entertainment and refreshments while awards are announced and 
door prizes given.

If you are interested in volunteering for this fun event or donating 
door prizes or awards, call the Houston Heights Association at 713-
861-4002, extension 6, or email bikerally@houstonheights.org. 

Watch the website and future newsletters for updated 
information.

New Members
Please welcome the following 

new members of the Houston 
Heights Association.

John & Julie Alexander
Granger Anderson
Donna M. Aversano & 

Debra D. Tabor
Krista & Jeffrey Barnes
Megan Batchelor
Nancy & Sean Bumgarner
Leslie & Michele Cherwenuk
Jesse Dominguez
Benjamin Douglas & 

Wendy Boan
Mark & Maria Eilerman
Mr. & Mrs. Osvaldo 

Fernandez
Richard Fink
Laura Giambrone
Thomas Gibbs
Maggie & Martin Gibson
C. J. Gleason
Marialice Grimes
Rob & Angie Hancock
James Hardie Company, 

James Waters
Peyton Jones
Gayle & Michael Klaybor
Lice Ranger
Austina Matthias
Memories Made, 

Laurie De Leon
Tom & Mary McWhorter
Thomas & Jennifer Michael
Deborah Milner
Philip & Maureen Moore
Saira & Samir Najam
Dax & Kara Philbin
Dirk Pingen
William Piper & Faye Walker
James & Elizabeth Pollard
John & Brooke Primomo
Dana & Sharee Robertson
Ben & Ashley Rodgers

Max Rosen & Farren Marcuse
Jenny Salomon & 

Angel Gonzalez
Pauline Schloesser & 

Daniel Gleitman
Eric Schmidt
Carlton Smith
Brant & Jennifer Stogner
James & Lise Tuttle
Matthew & Meredith Villere
Jane & Christopher Walker
Jana & Lawrence Wesson
Healther & Colby Whitfield
Leslie & Donald Winesett

Constable Statistics
	 Apr	 May
Total Arrests	 30	 9
Citizen Assists	 0	 1
Citizen Contacts 	 87	 131
Vacation Watches	 163	 401
Court Citations	 61	 68
Alarm Responses	 1	 5
Suspicious Vehicles	 83	 58
Park Checks	 74	 134
Disturbances	 11	 7
Major Accidents	 4	 2
Criminal Offenses	 16	 4
Miles patrolled	 2,500	 3,607

mailto:bikerally@houstonheights.org
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Heights Fun Run Wrap-Up
by Linda Eyles, 2011 Fun Run Chair

The 26th annual Heights Fun Run was held on Saturday, 
June 4, and more than 1400 people came out to enjoy the 
5K Run and Walk and the Kids’ 1K. The post-race party was 
buzzing with people enjoying their victory along with the music 
and delicious refreshments.

The 5K run is certified by the USA Track & Field and 
the Gulf Coast Association USA Track & Field. The race was 
managed by Run Wild Sports, and packet pick-up was held at 
Luke’s Locker. To see the race results, visit houstonheights.org 
and click on the Fun Run logo. There you will find a link to the 
finish times for the runners. 

Congratulations go out to the first place winners in the 5K Run, as well as to all participants in the 5K 
Walk and the Kids’ 1K. In addition to the Overall Open and Master runners, thirteen separate age groups 
received prizes for finishing first and second in the run, for both male and female categories. 

The race would not have been possible without our 
Platinum Sponsor, Republic Bank, and our Bronze Sponsors, 
My Fit Foods, Boulevard Realty, Rampart Builders, and Linda 
Eyles Design, Inc. We would also like to thank our generous 
contributors Bungalow Fitness, Luke’s Locker, The Hot Bagel 
Shop, J. Luna Produce, Katz Coffee, Silver Eagle Distributors, 
and Whole Foods for providing refreshments, tireless help, 
and so much more. We appreciate Jason Cantrelle of State 
Farm Insurance, Studio Fitness, Athlete’s Honey Milk, Heights 
Pediatric Associates, and VO2MAX for participating in the 
after party. David Hodgson of Blue Marlin kindly provided the 

very cool logo, brochure, and t-shirt design this year. Thanks also to Write Now!, Buchanan’s, Jade Morel, 
Curtis Johnson, Joy Yoga, John Rodriguez at Memorial Wellness, REI, James Edwards with Hands In 
Harmony, and the Houston Junior Forum among many others for providing the wonderful door prizes 
given away at the after party. 

Sergio with Scoop le Poop should get a special mention 
for the terrific job he did cleaning up Marmion Park prior to 
the race. Every running shoe left the park in perfect condition 
thanks to Sergio’s great work. You can check out Scoop le 
Poop’s website at www.scooplepoop.com. 

And most importantly, many thanks to all of the 
volunteers who worked so hard to make this race happen. 
From organizing the post-race party, stuffing runners’ packets, 
and manning water stations, all the way through to the final 
clean up of Marmion Park, you guys did it all! I can’t tell you 
how much all of your hard work is appreciated. You are the 
reason this is such a special neighborhood to live (and run) in!
[Finally, thanks to Linda for pulling everything together! —Editor]

U.S. Representative Sheila Jackson Lee 
stopped by Marmion Park to recognize the 
Heights Fun Run.

../../../../../2011%20issues/2011-07%20issue/www.houstonheights.org
http://www.scooplepoop.com
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Heavy Trash Notes
July is a “Tree Waste Only” month, August is a “Junk Waste” month. For dates in your area and more 

information, visit the City Solid Waste site www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste/treewaste.html.

Houston Heights Woman’s Club Notes
The Houston Heights Woman’s Club will be hosting their Quarterly Cork and Fork on Saturday, 

July 23. The potluck party will start at 7:00 PM; the theme for this quarter’s gathering is “GO TEXANS.” 
Guests should come prepared to enjoy a fun Texas-style meal from local favorites Goode Co. Barbecue 
and Pappasito’s. Because the Cork and Fork is a potluck, there will also be a great variety of home-cooked 
dishes to sample and share! The Cork and Fork is held at the historic HHWC Club House, 1846 Harvard.

Started in January 2010, the Quarterly HHWC Cork and Fork is a community-building event and 
membership drive. It was introduced as a way for members and guests to meet and socialize. It has been a 
great success thus far. In addition to socializing, the dinner offers an opportunity to taste new wines and 
foods based on a theme in a relaxed, casual atmosphere. Since the first event, six Cork and Fork dinners 
have been held. Favorite themes have included Mardi Gras, French wines, Oktoberfest German Beer and 
Wine, and Cinco de Mayo Mexican Beer and Wine.

There is no charge to attend the Cork and Fork. The event is open to all members, potential members, 
or anyone who likes to meet new people! Spouses and significant others are also welcome. Guests are asked 
to bring a bottle of wine (or beer depending on theme) and a food that compliments their selection. Dress 
is casual, and there is no program, just mingling, eating, drinking, and enjoying the company of friends 
and neighbors. However, promptness is recommended, as the best food and drink go fast!

Houston Heights Woman’s Club Crafts With A Purpose
Club Members Create Comfort for Women and Children in Need

On Saturday, May 14, the Houston Heights Woman’s Club hosted 
a “Sew-In” at their historic clubhouse at 1846 Harvard. Club members 
spent the better part of a day organizing fabrics, cutting necessary 
pieces, and assembling and sewing decorative pillowcases. The finished 
products were gifts for two amazing non-profit organizations: Shriners 
Kids and Sally’s House. 

Sally’s House is a Salvation Army-sponsored transitional shelter 
for Houston area homeless women who have completed an alcohol-
drug detoxification program. Two representatives from The Salvation 
Army attended, speaking to Club members and offering insights 
and additional information about the comprehensive, nurturing 
programs they provide to their clients. Sally’s House was thrilled with 
the beautiful items and assured HHWC members the gifts would be 
greatly appreciated and treasured by the clients in their program.

The Club currently has more than a dozen juvenile-print pillowcases ready for delivery to Shriners 
Kids. Forty pillowcases have been donated to date; the pillow case project will be an on-going 
philanthropic endeavor for the Houston Heights Woman’s Club Arts & Crafts group. 

Founded in 1900, the Houston Heights Woman’s Club is one of the oldest active social clubs in 
Houston. The HHWC owns the clubhouse at 1846 Harvard Street, a Registered Historic Landmark, and 
operates from there. It is the oldest clubhouse in Houston and has been used continuously since it opened 
on September 3, 1912. The club meets regularly throughout the year, hosts numerous social events, and 
participates in many philanthropic endeavors.

HHWC members Niki Palmer, 
Marguerite Swanson, and Anna Gay 
present Ellen Efsic (second from right) 
with decorative pillowcases for the 
women at Sally’s House. 
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Calendar (continued from back cover)
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
31 August 1

HHA Land Use
6:30 PM
Fire Station

2 3 4 - garbage and 
recycling

5

Deadline for 
next newsletter

6

7 8
HHA General
“Mayor Parker”
7:00 PM
Fire Station

9 10 11 - garbage 12 13

14 15
HHA Board
6:30 PM
Fire Station

16 
Greater Heights 
SNC (SN15)
6:30 PM
Fire Station

17 18 - garbage 
and recycling

19 20

21 22
HHA Education
6:30 PM
Fire Station

23 24
PIP Meeting
7:00 PM
1602 State Street

25 - garbage 26 27

28 29 30 31

Community Calendar
Events planned by other community organizations.

July 8 through 30, UpStage Theatre presents Buddy: The Buddy 
Holly Story at Lambert Hall, 1703 Heights Blvd. For more information, 
visit www.upstagetheatre.org or call 713-838-7191.

July 27, 4:00 to 8:00 PM, Greater Heights Area Chamber of 
Commerce presents its Community Expo at the SPJST Lodge, 1435 
Beall Street. In addition to business dispays, the event will include the 
Heights of Dining food sampling and the Idol of the Heights singing 
contest. For tickets or more information, phone Jacob or Ken at the 
Chamber office, 713-861-6735.

Future History
October 2, Bicycle Rally
December 2-3, Holiday Home 

Tour
December 5-7, Holiday Basket 

Preparation and Delivery
2012:
February 26, Awards Dinner
April 5-7, Spring Home Tour
June 2, Heights Fun Run

At The Fire Station
Events at the Houston Heights City 
Hall and Fire Station, 12th and Yale

The second Monday, 5:00 to 
7:00 PM, and the last Monday 
of the month, 8:00 AM to noon, 
the City Council District H 
Satellite Office is open at the east 
(office) door.

From garden hoses to outdoor living, C&D is your one-stop 
shop for everything under the sun since 1951. With over fifty years 
of service, you can depend on a staff who really know the hardware 
and home renovation business. Customers of C&D Hardware take 
comfort in seeing people they trust day in and day out for all their 
home improvement needs. www.canddhardware.com/grills.html 

Revival Market is the brainchild of Morgan Weber of Revival 
Meats (http://revivalmeats.com) and business partner chef Ryan Pera, 
formerly of The Grove restaurant. Morgan’s philosophy is to keep it 
local, sustainable, and most importantly, humanely raised. The two 
together have created a really nice and much-needed farm-to-“Market” 
in our neighborhood at White Oak & Heights Blvd. 

July General Meeting from page 1

http://www.upstagetheatre.org
http://www.canddhardware.com/grills.html
http://revivalmeats.com
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Calendar of Events for July 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4
Independence Day

NO Land Use
meeting

5

Deadline for 
next newsletter

6 7 - garbage and 
recycling

8 9

10 11
HHA General
“BBQ”
7:00 PM
Fire Station

12 13 14 - garbage 15 16

17 18
HHA Board
6:30 PM
Fire Station

19 
Greater Heights 
SNC (SN15)
6:30 PM
Fire Station

20 21 - garbage 
and recycling

22 23

24 25
HHA Education
7:00 PM
Fire Station

26 27
PIP meeting
7:00 PM
1602 State Street

28 - garbage 29 30

HHA headquarters:  The Fire Station is on the corner of Yale and 12th Streets.	 HHA web site: <http://www.houstonheights.org>
continued within

Late-Breaking News: Pending Historic Districts Approved
Houston City Council approved Houston Heights South, Woodland Heights, and Glenbrook Valley 

Historic Districts at its June 29 meeting. Houston Heights East and Houston Heights West Historic 
Districts remain in effect.


